The regular meeting of the Green Township Board of Trustees held on November 23, 2015 was called to order at 5:30 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.
Roll Call:  Chairman Rosiello, present; Trustee Callos, present; Trustee Linnenberg, present; Fiscal Officer Straus, present.
Chairman Rosiello moved to approve the minutes for the regular meeting of November 09, 2015.  Trustee Callos seconded the motion.  All voted Aye.
Ms. Susan Bilz, 5000 Western Hills Avenue, was present to discuss bank owned properties in Green Township. Ms. Bilz stated that her neighborhood is experiencing problems with rental properties not being maintained, absentee owners that are a constant nuisance, and properties like 5010 Western Hills Avenue that is owned by a bank.  That property has been foreclosed upon and has been owned by the Bank of America since 2014.  The property has been vacant for over two years and the neighbors have made many calls to the Township to report the property as a nuisance. Ms. Bilz reported that this property creates numerous problems for their neighborhood.  Ms. Bilz asked for assistance from the Township to get the property sold and maintained.
Attorney Hyle stated that the Bank of America could be fined for not maintaining the property.  Attorney Hyle stated that he will send a letter to Bank of America requesting that they maintain the property.

Trustee Linnenberg asked how Price Hill Will works.  Attorney Hyle stated that if the property fails to sell at a tax foreclosure, then the political subdivision receives notice and has the right to step in and purchase the property.    
RESOLUTION #15-1123-A
Chairman Rosiello moved to pass a resolution accepting and approving the financial reports as submitted.  Trustee Callos seconded the motion. Trustee Linnenberg:  Aye; Trustee Callos:  Aye; Chairman Rosiello:  Aye.

RESOLUTION #15-1123-B
Chairman Rosiello moved to pass a resolution accepting and approving the Amended Appropriations for 2015.  Trustee Callos seconded the motion. Trustee Linnenberg:  Aye; Trustee Callos:  Aye; Chairman Rosiello:  Aye.

RESOLUTION #15-1123-C
Chairman Rosiello moved to pass a resolution accepting and approving the Temporary Appropriations for 2016.  Trustee Callos seconded the motion. Trustee Linnenberg:  Aye; Trustee Callos:  Aye; Chairman Rosiello:  Aye.

RESOLUTION #15-1123-D
Chairman Rosiello moved to pass a resolution declaring two computer workstations as surplus property and authorizing the sale of the computer workstations through the Hamilton County On-Line-Auction Service.  Trustee Callos seconded the motion. Trustee Linnenberg:  Aye; Trustee Callos:  Aye; Chairman Rosiello:  Aye.

Fiscal Officer, Tom Straus, explained that the next five resolutions are for approval to deposit public funds in the bank listed.  Under Ohio law they must be collateralized at 105%.  Attorney Hyle stated every five years the Depository Contracts expire.  The previous Depository Contracts will expire on December 31, 2015.

RESOLUTION #15-1123-E
Chairman Rosiello moved to pass a resolution accepting Fifth Third Bank as Public Depository for a five year period commencing January 1, 2016.  Trustee Callos seconded the motion. Trustee Linnenberg:  Aye; Trustee Callos:  Aye; Chairman Rosiello:  Aye.

RESOLUTION #15-1123-F
Chairman Rosiello moved to pass a resolution accepting MainSource Bank as Public Depository for a five year period commencing January 1, 2016.  Trustee Callos seconded the motion. Trustee Linnenberg:  Aye; Trustee Callos:  Aye; Chairman Rosiello:  Aye.

RESOLUTION #15-1123-G
Chairman Rosiello moved to pass a resolution accepting PNC Bank as Public Depository for a five year period commencing January 1, 2016.  Trustee Callos seconded the motion. Trustee Linnenberg:  Aye; Trustee Callos:  Aye; Chairman Rosiello:  Aye.

RESOLUTION #15-1123-H
Chairman Rosiello moved to pass a resolution accepting The Huntington Bank as Public Depository for a five year period commencing January 1, 2016.  Trustee Callos seconded the motion. Trustee Linnenberg:  Aye; Trustee Callos:  Aye; Chairman Rosiello:  Aye.

RESOLUTION #15-1123-I
Chairman Rosiello moved to pass a resolution accepting U.S. Bank as Public Depository for a five year period commencing January 1, 2016.  Trustee Callos seconded the motion. Trustee Linnenberg:  Aye; Trustee Callos:  Aye; Chairman Rosiello:  Aye.

Chairman Rosiello explained that the following Resolution is for the purpose of extending the 2024 deadline of Resolution #94-0627-E to 2039. This resolution will allow more of Green Township tax dollars to stay in Green Township.  Trustee Callos explained that this Resolution not only provides funds to the Township, but also provides much needed funds to the schools in Green Township as well.

RESOLUTION #15-1123-J
Chairman Rosiello moved to pass a resolution amending Resolution #94-0627-E to extend the exemption of improvements to parcels included in the resolution for an additional period of fifteen years.  Trustee Callos seconded the motion. Trustee Linnenberg:  Aye; Trustee Callos:  Aye; Chairman Rosiello:  Aye.

RESOLUTION #15-1123-K
Chairman Rosiello moved to pass a resolution participating with Ohio Department of Transportation for Project PID #93079, Ham IR 74 14.42 Interstate 74 Bridge Project.  Trustee Callos seconded the motion. Trustee Linnenberg:  No; Trustee Callos:  Aye; Chairman Rosiello:  Aye.

Chairman Rosiello explained that the above Resolution is for improvements to the bridge over I-74 at North Bend Road.  The Ohio Department of Transportation will be widening and raising the bridge.  The Township will participate in making improvements to the bridge such as putting the Green Township logo on it, fencing, lighting, and landscaping. Trustee Callos supports the Resolution as long as the projected cost to the Township does not increase. 

RESOLUTION #15-1123-L
Chairman Rosiello moved to pass a resolution appointing Triffon Callos as a member of the Board of Directors of the Green Township Joint Economic Development District I (Western Ridge) effective July 1, 2016.  Trustee Linnenberg seconded the motion. Trustee Linnenberg:  Aye; Trustee Callos: Aye; Chairman Rosiello:  Aye.

RESOLUTION #15-1123-M
Chairman Rosiello moved to pass a resolution appointing Triffon Callos as a member of the Board of Directors of the Green Township Joint Economic Development District III effective August 31, 2016.  Trustee Linnenberg seconded the motion. Trustee Linnenberg:  Aye; Trustee Callos:  Aye; Chairman Rosiello: Aye.

RESOLUTION #15-1123-N
Chairman Rosiello moved to pass a resolution appointing David Linnenberg as a member of the Board of Directors of the Green Township Joint Economic Development District IV effective September 22, 2015.  Trustee Linnenberg seconded the motion. Trustee Linnenberg:  Aye; Trustee Callos:  Aye; Chairman Rosiello:  Aye.

RESOLUTION #15-1123-O
Chairman Rosiello moved to pass a resolution appointing Creighton Wright Jr. as a member of the Board of Directors of the Green Township Joint Economic Development District II effective March 26, 2016.  Trustee Callos seconded the motion. Trustee Linnenberg:  Aye; Trustee Callos:  Aye; Chairman Rosiello:  Aye.

RESOLUTION #15-1123-P
Chairman Rosiello moved to pass a resolution appointing Michael Kramer as a member of the Board of Directors of the Green Township Joint Economic Development District III effective December 10, 2015.  Trustee Callos seconded the motion. Trustee Linnenberg:  Aye; Trustee Callos:  Aye; Chairman Rosiello:  Aye.

RESOLUTION #15-1123-Q
Chairman Rosiello moved to pass a resolution appointing Jamie Theiss as a member of the Board of Directors of the Green Township Joint Economic Development District II effective March 26, 2016.  Trustee Callos seconded the motion. Trustee Linnenberg:  Aye; Trustee Callos:  Aye; Chairman Rosiello:  Aye.

RESOLUTION #15-1123-R
Chairman Rosiello moved to pass a resolution appointing Elizabeth Freedman as member of the Board of Directors of the Green Township Joint Economic Development District III effective August 31, 2016.  Trustee Callos seconded the motion. Trustee Linnenberg:  Aye; Trustee Callos:  Aye; Chairman Rosiello:  Aye.

RESOLUTION #15-1123-S
Chairman Rosiello moved to pass a resolution to establish the 2016 Trustee Meeting Dates.  Trustee Callos seconded the motion. Trustee Linnenberg:  Aye; Trustee Callos:  Aye; Chairman Rosiello:  Aye.

RESOLUTION #15-1123-T
Chairman Rosiello moved to pass a resolution to establish the 2016 Township Holidays.  Trustee Callos seconded the motion. Trustee Linnenberg:  Aye; Trustee Callos:  Aye; Chairman Rosiello:  Aye.

RESOLUTION #15-1123-U
Chairman Rosiello moved to pass a resolution to establish the 2016 Employee Pay Dates.  Trustee Callos seconded the motion. Trustee Linnenberg:  Aye; Trustee Callos:  Aye; Chairman Rosiello:  Aye.

RESOLUTION #15-1123-V
Chairman Rosiello moved to pass a resolution requesting that the Hamilton County Auditor make advance payments of taxes in 2016 at the request of Fiscal Officer Tom Straus.  Trustee Callos seconded the motion. Trustee Linnenberg:  Aye; Trustee Callos:  Aye; Chairman Rosiello:  Aye.

RESOLUTION #15-1123-W
Chairman Rosiello moved to pass a resolution to establish the reimbursement rate of mileage to match the IRS approved rate in 2016.  Trustee Callos seconded the motion. Trustee Linnenberg:  Aye; Trustee Callos:  Aye; Chairman Rosiello:  Aye.

RESOLUTION #15-1123-X
Trustee Callos moved to pass a resolution to approve health and dental insurance to Township Elected Officials for 2016 with the contribution rate to be 15% of the cost of the premium.  Chairman Rosiello seconded the motion. Trustee Linnenberg:  Aye; Trustee Callos:  Aye; Chairman Rosiello: Aye.

RESOLUTION #15-1123-Y
Trustee Callos moved to pass a resolution to provide health and dental insurance for the Township Non-collective Bargaining Employees for 2016 with the contribution rate to be 15% of the cost of the premium.  Chairman Rosiello seconded the motion. Trustee Linnenberg:  Aye; Trustee Callos:  Aye; Chairman Rosiello:  Aye.

RESOLUTION #15-1123-Z
Chairman Rosiello moved to pass a resolution to authorize the 2016 salaries for Trustee David Linnenberg and Fiscal Officer Tom Straus to remain at the 2015 rate and to pay Trustee Linnenberg and Fiscal Officer Straus on an annual basis in equal monthly installments.  Fiscal Officer Tom Straus’s term ends on March 31, 2016. Fiscal Officer Straus will receive the authorized State raise beginning April 1, 2016.  Chairman Rosiello seconded the motion. Trustee Linnenberg:  Aye; Trustee Callos:  Aye; Chairman Rosiello:  Aye.

RESOLUTION #15-1123-aa
Trustee Linnenberg moved to pass a resolution authorizing the 2016 salaries for Trustee Tony Rosiello and Trustee Triffon Callos of $21,596 and to pay Trustee Rosiello and Trustee Callos on an annual basis in equal monthly installments.  Chairman Rosiello seconded the motion. Trustee Linnenberg:  Aye; Trustee Callos:  Aye; Chairman Rosiello:  Aye.

RESOLUTION #15-1123-bb
Trustee Callos moved to pass a resolution to renew the employee medical insurance plan with Jefferson Health Plan as the Township health insurance consortium for the Township’s health insurance for plan year January 1, 2016 through December 31, 2016.  Chairman Rosiello seconded the motion. Trustee Linnenberg:  Aye; Trustee Callos:  Aye; Chairman Rosiello:  Aye.

RESOLUTION #15-1123-cc
Trustee Callos moved to pass a resolution to renew the medical insurance plan with Sherrill Morgan for medical and dental insurance as the Township Health Insurance Broker for the Township’s health insurance for plan year January 1, 2016 through December 31, 2016.  Chairman Rosiello seconded the motion. Trustee Linnenberg:  Aye; Trustee Callos:  Aye; Chairman Rosiello: Aye.

RESOLUTION #15-1123-dd
Trustee Callos moved to pass a resolution to adopt Green Township’s Health Reimbursement Plan to hire Custom Design Benefits to administer the reimbursement plan, the Township’s COBRA program, and the Flexible Spending Account (FSA) from January 1, 2016 through December 31, 2016.  Chairman Rosiello seconded the motion. Trustee Linnenberg:  Aye; Trustee Callos:  Aye; Chairman Rosiello:  Aye.

RESOLUTION #15-1123-ee
Chairman Rosiello moved to pass a resolution to appoint Francis M. Hyle as Township Attorney for 2016 at a rate of pay of $5,610 per month.  Trustee Callos seconded the motion. Trustee Linnenberg:  Aye; Trustee Callos:  Aye; Chairman Rosiello:  Aye.

RESOLUTION #15-1123-ff
Chairman Rosiello moved to pass a resolution to appoint Francis M. Hyle for labor related work and non-retainer services at a pay rate of $202 per hour for 2016.  Trustee Callos seconded the motion. Trustee Linnenberg:  Aye; Trustee Callos:  Aye; Chairman Rosiello:  Aye.

RESOLUTION #15-1123-gg
Chairman Rosiello moved to pass a resolution to authorize the salaries of the Township’s non-collective bargaining employees to be increased by 2% for 2016.  Trustee Callos seconded the motion. Trustee Linnenberg:  Aye; Trustee Callos:  Aye; Chairman Rosiello:  Aye.

RESOLUTION #15-1123-hh
Chairman Rosiello moved to pass a resolution to authorize internet usage for the Green Township departments to sell surplus equipment/property in 2016.  Trustee Callos seconded the motion. Trustee Linnenberg:  Aye; Trustee Callos:  Aye; Chairman Rosiello:  Aye.

RESOLUTION #15-1123-ii
Chairman Rosiello moved to pass a resolution to appoint Triffon Callos as Chairman of the Green Township Board of Trustees for 2016.  Trustee Linnenberg seconded the motion. Trustee Linnenberg:  Aye; Trustee Callos: Aye; Chairman Rosiello:  Aye.

RESOLUTION #15-1123-jj
Chairman Rosiello moved to pass a resolution to appoint David Linnenberg as Vice Chairman of the Green Township Board of Trustees for 2016.  Trustee Callos seconded the motion. Trustee Linnenberg:  Aye; Trustee Callos:  Aye; Chairman Rosiello:  Aye.

RESOLUTION #15-1123-kk
Chairman Rosiello moved to pass a resolution to reappoint Carl Seng to the Green Township   Board of Zoning Appeals with the new term expiring on    December 31, 2020.  Trustee Callos seconded the motion. Trustee Linnenberg:  Aye; Trustee Callos:  Aye; Chairman Rosiello:  Aye.

RESOLUTION #15-1123-ll
Chairman Rosiello moved to pass a resolution to reappoint Larry Willey to the Green Township Land Use Planning Committee with the new term    expiring on December 31, 2021.  Trustee Callos seconded the motion. Trustee Linnenberg:  Aye; Trustee Callos:  Aye; Chairman Rosiello:  Aye.

RESOLUTION #15-1123-mm
Chairman Rosiello moved to pass a resolution to appoint Mike Odioso to the Green Township Land Use Planning Committee with the new term expiring on December 31, 2021.  Trustee Callos seconded the motion. Trustee Linnenberg:  Aye; Trustee Callos:  Aye; Chairman Rosiello:  Aye.

RESOLUTION #15-1123-nn
Chairman Rosiello moved to pass a resolution accepting Community Recreation Project Pass Through Grant from the Ohio Department of Natural Resources for the Harrison Avenue Hike/Bike Fitness Trail.  Trustee Callos seconded the motion. Trustee Linnenberg:  Aye; Trustee Callos:  Aye; Chairman Rosiello:  Aye.

RESOLUTION #15-1123-oo
Chairman Rosiello moved to pass a resolution to approve the hiring of Amy Weigand as an Event Attendant for the Green Township Senior Center with a salary of $8.50 per hour for weekday events and $11.00 per hour Captain I Pay for weekend events.  Trustee Callos seconded the motion. Trustee Linnenberg:  Aye; Trustee Callos:  Aye; Chairman Rosiello:  Aye.

RESOLUTION #15-1123-pp
Chairman Rosiello moved to pass a resolution to approve the agreement with Constellation Energy Services-Natural Gas LLC for Green Township’s     Natural Gas Aggregation Program for a term of two years beginning on December 1, 2015.  Trustee Callos seconded the motion. Trustee Linnenberg: Aye; Trustee Callos:  Aye; Chairman Rosiello:  Aye.

RESOLUTION #15-1123-qq
The following properties were declared as nuisances.  The Township Attorney was directed to notify the owners of the properties listed below of this resolution:

1.
6022 Sheed Road (550-0211-0031), Motion made by Chairman Rosiello and seconded by Trustee Callos.  All voted Aye.

2.
6840 Taylor Road (550-0300-0117), Motion made by Chairman Rosiello and seconded by Trustee Callos.  All voted Aye.

3.
5241 Valley Ridge Road (550-0193-0120), Motion made by Chairman Rosiello and seconded by Trustee Callos.  All voted Aye.

Administrator Celarek made the following announcements:
1.   Family Winterfest will take place on December 4, 2015 from 5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at the Nathanael Greene Lodge.  The event is free.
2.   The Hamilton County Regional Planning Commission will hold a Public Staff Review Conference on November 24, 2015 at 6:00 p.m. at the Green Township Administration Building.

Development Director Goetzman presented an overview of the case to be discussed at the Public Staff Review Conference. He stated that the proposed zoning site is the property located at the northeast corner of Westwood Northern Boulevard and North Bend Road. The applicant will be seeking a zone to allow the property to be used for a landscape services business.  He noted that the Public Staff Conference is held prior to the submission of a formal application to change the zoning on the property. He noted that the Land Use Planning Committee will met prior to the staff conference. 

3. 
The Green Township Land Use Planning Committee meeting will be held on November 24, 2015 at 5:00 p.m. at the Green Township Administration Building.

Fiscal Officer, Tom Straus, reported that the Township purchased a $2 million dollar Fannie Mae Bond with a three year step that starts out at .625% and goes up to 2½%.  If compared to a 1-year CD the Township would only be receiving 40 basis points, therefore, the bond was a good buy.  
Township Attorney, Frank Hyle, stated that he had nothing to report.
Township Administrator, Kevin Celarek, reported that Police Officer Ken Poppe and Police Officer Kris Warnken will be retiring on November 24, 2015.  Officer Poppe and Officer Warnken have served Green Township for 26 years.  There will be a retirement reception for them on Tuesday, November 24, 2015.  Administrator Celarek thanked them for their 26 years of dedicated service.  
Administrator Celarek congratulated Trustee Callos for being named as the new Chairman of the Board of Trustees for 2016.  
Director of Public Services, Joe Lambing, reported that the 2015 Street Rehabilitation Projects have been completed in the last two weeks.  Asst. Public Services Director, Butch Nanney, will be working on a punch list of a few items that need to be addressed.  Director Lambing stated that Clean-Up Day on Saturday, November 21, 2015 went very well.  He also reported that the salt dome has been completely filled with salt. 
Trustee Linnenberg stated that he was happy to see paper shredding added to Clean-Up Day as they looked very busy.  He also stated that the tire bins were completely filled.  

Trustee Linnenberg stated that residents express to him that they are very happy to have Township roads repaired, however, the condition of the County roads are generally not as good.  Trustee Linnenberg stated that several County roads, such as Werk Road and Ebenezer Road, are currently receiving much needed repairs. 
Fire/EMS Chief, Doug Witsken, reported that on December 14, 2015 the Department of Fire & EMS will present Elliot Bergman to the Board for approval for hire as a Full-Time Firefighter.  Firefighter Bergman is currently a Part-Time Firefighter with Green Township and has worked for Green Township for approximately three years.  Firefighter Bergman will be assigned to Station #53.  Chairman Rosiello thanked Fire Chief Doug Witsken for the excellent job the Fire & EMS Department does.  

Trustee Callos thanked all of the Department Heads for their leadership and service throughout the year.  

Police Chief, Bart West, announced that Officer Kris Warnken and Officer Ken Poppe will be retiring on November 24, 2015 after 26 years of service. Officers Warnken and Poppe started on the same day 26 years ago and will be retiring together on the same day.  The next group of retirees will not occur until 2019.  Police Chief West reported that the Police Department is offering Active Shooter Training for any businesses in the Township who would like to receive that training.  Businesses may call the Police Department at #574-0007 during regular business hours to request training.
Chairman Rosiello thanked Officers Warnken and Poppe for their 26 years of dedicated service to the residents of Green Township.

Director of Development, Adam Goetzman, stated that several times a year there is a Board of Zoning Appeals Case, where the notices to neighbors have not been sent out by the County prior to the closest preceding Trustees meeting.  There is such a case going to be heard by the BZA in early December. Development Director Goetzman stated that he had been speaking with the applicant of that case, Rick Watson, 4525 West Fork Road, and that Mr. Watson was present at the meeting.  The case is a variance request to allow on-site parking of a commercial vehicle.  Mr. Goetzman provided a brief background presentation.  Mr. Watson is an employee of Cincinnati Bell.  The property is a single-family house.  Mr. Watson has been parking the commercial vehicle there for a number of years. The vehicle will be parked in the side yard of the property somewhat screened from view from West Fork Road. Mr. Goetzman noted that the adjoining property owner had recently applied for a fence variance to allow a 6’ high privacy fence to be built in his front yard, but there was some confusion related to that application and the variance was not granted.   

The applicant then addressed the Board of Trustees. Rick Watson, 4525 West Fork Road, stated that Cincinnati Bell closed their garage approximately five years ago.  He has been parking his Cincinnati Bell truck on his property, on and off, for five years.  Mr. Watson stated that he is seeking an endorsement from the Green Township Board of Trustees before his hearing at Hamilton County Board of Zoning Appeals on December 9, 2015. He noted that he had been aware of his neighbor’s variance request and that he (Watson) had no objections to the fence. Mr. Goetzman recommended a landscape screen or fence be installed to minimize the impact of the truck parking on the adjoining property. 

Mr. Watson stated that he would be willing to provide a buffer, and that he believed that his neighbor had not opened the windows on the side of his house adjacent to the truck for the entire time he has lived in the home, which has been approximately six years.  Development Director Goetzman recommended approval with conditions.  The Trustees discussed the feasibility of installing a landscape buffer, the applicant indicated that there should be enough room to plant bushes if needed. 

RESOLUTION #15-1123-rr
Chairman Rosiello moved to pass a resolution recommending approval of Green Case #2015-13 to the Hamilton County Board of Zoning Appeals subject to the following conditions:  1. That the truck be parked on an improved parking surface and necessary buffering as deemed appropriate by the Hamilton County Board of Zoning Appeals; 2. Variance removed if the owner terminates employment with Cincinnati Bell.  Trustee Callos seconded the motion. Trustee Linnenberg: Aye; Trustee Callos:  Aye; Chairman Rosiello: Aye.
Trustee Callos read several thank you letters.
Trustee Callos wished LaSalle High School the best of luck this coming weekend as they continue their road to State Champions.

Trustee Callos stated that he looks forward to serving as Chairman of the Board in 2016.  Trustee Callos and Trustee Linnenberg thanked Chairman Rosiello for his service as Chairman of the Board for the last two years.

Chairman Rosiello thanked the residents of Green Township for their vote of confidence in him, and electing him to serve for another four years as Green Township Trustee.  Chairman Rosiello pledged to serve with integrity, accountability, and openness to everyone in Green Township.

The next regular meeting of the Board of Trustees will be held on Monday, December 14, 2015 at 5:30 p.m.

Chairman Rosiello moved to adjourn the meeting. Trustee Callos seconded the motion.  Trustee Linnenberg:  Aye; Trustee Callos:  Aye; Chairman Rosiello:  Aye.  Meeting was adjourned at 6:25 p.m.

ATTEST:
